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The sinking of the USS Indianapolis. On July 26, 1945, 
the U.S. Navy’s USS Indianapolis, after 10 days at sea, 
completed its secret mission of sailing from San Francisco, 
California, to Tinian Island in the Pacific, delivering the 
atomic bomb that would be flown from Tinian Island and 
dropped on Hiroshima, Japan, on August 6, 1945.  
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On July 30, 1945, at 00:14, which was July 29, 1945, in the 
United States [and thus many sources give the date of the 
sinking of the USS Indianapolis as July 29, 1945], the USS 
Indianapolis, which had departed Tinian Island, was sailing 
from Guam to the Philippines, and was attacked (torpedoed) 
by a Japanese submarine. The result was the worst single at-
sea loss of life in the history of the U.S. Navy. It was a 
terrible ordeal. Of the 1,196 aboard the ship when it 
exploded and sank, about 900 made it into the water. Few 
life rafts were released. While the crew floated helplessly, 
the first day’s sunrise was accompanied by shark attacks 
that would continue until the men were physically removed from the water, over four days later. 
Due to exposure, dehydration, and the sharks, only 317 men remained alive of the 900 who made 

it into the water. A total of around 880 men 
died who were aboard the USS 
Indianapolis.  

 
Key Understanding: The USS 
Indianapolis is the answer to the 
question, What is a sign that the Lord 
was not in favor of the United States 
judging Japan with the atomic bomb? 
While the Lord ordained the United 
States to judge Japan with the August 6, 
1945, atomic bomb, the Lord in turn 
preemptively judged the United States – 

as a warning of the impending and ultimate judgment upon the United States for its use of 
the atomic bomb – with the July 29 (U.S. time), 1945, sinking of the USS Indianapolis, 
which had delivered the atomic bomb to Tinian Island in the Pacific Ocean on July 26, 
1945.  

The USS Indianpolis at Tinian Island a 
few days before it was lost 



 
Daniel 9:26-27 (KJV) And after threescore and two 
weeks shall Messiah be cut off, but not for himself: 
and the people of the prince that shall come shall 
destroy the city and the sanctuary; and the end 
thereof shall be with a flood, and unto THE END 
OF THE WAR DESOLATIONS ARE 

The Indianapolis’s intended route 
from Guam to the Philippines 

USS Indianapolis survivors 
on the deck of the USS Bassett 

DETERMINED. [The themes of the end of the war and desolations are seen.] 
27 And he shall confirm the covenant with many for one week: and in the midst of the week 
he shall cause the sacrifice and the oblation to cease, and FOR THE OVERSPREADING 
OF ABOMINATIONS HE SHALL MAKE IT DESOLATE, even until the consummation, 
and that determined shall be poured upon the desolate. [The theme of Abominations of 
Desolation is being referred to.] 

 
 
Here are #1519–Doc 1 and #1519–Doc 2, about the sinking of the USS Indianapolis after the 
ship had delivered the atomic bomb to Tinian Island. It was/is the worst naval at-sea disaster in 
U.S. history.   
 
Click here for #1519–Doc 1  Click here for the Original Source of #1519–Doc 1 
 
Click here for #1519–Doc 2  Click here for the Original Source of #1519–Doc 2 
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