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Key Understanding: The Great New England Hurricane of 1938 is often compared to 
and paired with what became known as the Great Colonial Hurricane of 1635. 

• Below is yet another example from one of a number of sources that pair the Great New 
England Hurricane of 1938 with the Great Colonial Hurricane of 1635. This example has 
been chosen not only because of its mention of the Great Colonial Hurricane of 1635 in the 
story about the Great New England Hurricane of 1938, but because it also mentions the 
book A Wind to Shake the World, and, remarkably, also states, “Please note that many of 
our worst storms have companion events in the 
day-to-day world. On September 21st 1938, 
Adolph Hitler gained his first foothold in the 
Sudetenland.” We have ended the article at that 
point in this Unsealing.  

 
The 1938 hurricane landed on the shores of New 
England quite unannounced, unnamed, and very much 
unexpected. It is remembered as the most intense and 
destructive storm ever in the New England region. 
The harrowing killer storm ranks with the Gale of 
1815 and the Great Colonial Hurricane of 1635.  
 
“The greens and commons of New England will never be 
the same. Picture postcard mementos of the oldest part of 
the United States are gone with the wind and flood. The 
day of the ‘biggest wind’ has just passed and a great part 
of the most picturesque America, as old as the Pilgrims, 
has gone beyond recall or replacement…” Associated 
Press, September 22, 1938.  
 
Those who survived the hurricane have extraordinary 
stories to tell. Everett S. Allen titles one such book of 
vignettes A Wind To Shake The World, The Story of the 
1938 Hurricane. The author captures the essence of shock 
and despair and at times humor and irony in the many 
stories from the three New England states that suffered this 
freak of nature. In the preface Allen writes:  
 
“For two years, I have forced myself – and countless 
others – to see again the sick color of sky and sea on that 
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day, to hear the scream of the wind, which was everywhere. To confront anew the shocking, 
instant obliteration of what had always been assumed permanent and mile upon mile of man’s 
work reduced to rubble. And I have forced myself and others to see man himself, face down 
and weaving like weed in the roiling shallows or open-mouthed and still, half-buried in the 
damp sand. I have made people weep by asking them to remember what for many of them 
remains their most terrible day.” 
 
September 10th 1938 was the first day the weather disturbance was tracked as a tropical storm. 
The winds began to intensify to hurricane level on September 15th, and within four more days 
grew to a category 5 – the highest and most intense and deadly level. One wonders if we 
should be thankful that on the day of landfall the storm was at category 4, and as it hit land was 
reducing to category 3? The death of this storm occurred on the 22nd of September after leaving 
in its wake close to 700 deaths from the tri-state area and beyond. Diana Rosenberg, a well-
known astrologer from New York, said that her family’s summer home on Long Island was 
destroyed and some of their documents were blown hundreds of miles north to the state of New 
Hampshire.  
 
Please note that many of our worst storms have companion events in the day-to-day 
world. On September 21st 1938, Adolph Hitler gained his first foothold in the 
Sudetenland. [Note: The previous two sentences are from the article.] 

 
Here is #1829–Doc 1, which includes the article that contains the above paragraphs. It is not 
necessary to read through the remainder of the article. This is simply here to better record the 
original source. 
 
Click here for #1829–Doc 1        Click here for the Original Source of #1829–Doc 1 
 

Matthew 7:26-27 (KJV) And every one that heareth these sayings of mine, and doeth them 
not, shall be likened unto A FOOLISH MAN, WHICH BUILT HIS HOUSE UPON THE 
SAND [Church-ill on the Sand at Dunkirk, directly relating back to the September 21, 1938, 
appeasement of Hitler by Chamberlain in the Czech-German crisis]: 
27 AND THE RAIN DESCENDED, AND THE FLOODS CAME, AND THE WINDS 
BLEW, and beat upon that house; and it fell: and GREAT WAS THE FALL OF IT. 
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