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John Page and the Declaration of Independence. John Page served as a representative from 
the state of Virginia in the first four U.S. Congresses (March 4, 1789-March 3, 1797), and served 
as Governor of Virginia from 1802-1805, while Thomas Jefferson was U.S. President. Earlier in 
his life, Page graduated from the College of William and Mary in 1763, where he was a friend 
and the closest college classmate of Thomas Jefferson. President George W. Bush introduced the 
closing section of his January 20, 2001, inauguration speech by saying, “After the Declaration of 
Independence was signed, Virginia statesman John Page wrote to Thomas Jefferson: ‘We know 
the race is not to the swift nor the battle to the strong. Do you not think an angel rides in the 
whirlwind and directs this storm?’” 
 
Key Understanding: Since the whirlwind and the storm that John Page was referring to 
were the Declaration of Independence/Revolutionary War against Great Britain, it is clear 
that when George W. Bush concluded his January 20, 2001, inauguration speech by saying, 
“This work continues. This story goes on. And an angel still rides in the whirlwind and 
directs this storm,” he was referring to the idea that America would continue its course 
under his presidency with a spirit and mission similar to that which was exhibited through 
the Declaration of Independence/Revolutionary War, which would be the spreading of 
America’s freedom to the world.  
 
Ecclesiastes 9:11 is clearly seen in George W. Bush’s quote of John Page. 
 

Ecclesiastes 9:11 (KJV) I returned, and saw under the sun, that the race is not to the swift, 
nor the battle to the strong, neither yet bread to the wise, nor yet riches to men of 
understanding, nor yet favour to men of skill; but time and chance happeneth to them all. 

 
Nahum 1:3 – which in the midst of a passage that warns of the Lord’s anger against 
Nineveh (representing the Assyrian Empire) – is clearly seen in George W. Bush’s quote of 
John Page. 
 

Nahum 1:3 (KJV) The LORD is slow to anger, and great in power, and will not at all 
acquit the wicked: the LORD hath his way in the whirlwind and in the storm, and the 
clouds are the dust of his feet. 
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