#2121

The History of the Pale of Settlement, (vii), The Three Partitions of Poland-
Lithuania

Key Understanding: The three partitions of Poland-Lithuania. The three partitions of
Poland were discussed in Unsealing #2096. However, it is more precise to say that the three
partitions of the Polish Empire were three partitions of what had been the union of Poland
and Lithuania. The Polish (Poland-Lithuania) Empire declined from the late 1600’s into
the 1700’s. In 1772, 1793, and 1795, the Austrian Empire, the Prussian Empire, and the
Russian Empire took advantage of Poland’s weaknesses and divided all of the territory of
Poland-Lithuania among themselves.

The first partition of Poland, in 1772, resulted in Poland losing about a third of its land to the neighboring
countries (empires) of Austria, Prussia, and Russia.

The second partition of Poland, in 1793, resulted in Russia taking most of the regions of Lithuania and the
Ukraine in eastern Poland, while Prussia took most of western Poland.

The third partition of Poland, in 1795, resulted in Austria, Prussia, and Russia occupying what remained of
Poland.
Poland ceased to exist as an independent nation in 1795.
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