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Key Understanding: The pogroms brought Jews from the Pale of Settlement to America.  
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Depiction of Russian Jews fleeing pogroms in Russia. 
Emigration via Hamburg, Germany, changed when pogroms 
began in Russia in 1881. Hamburg served as a safe haven for 

the Russian Jews and their fellow brethren from Romania 
and Galicia on their way to the New World, the United 

States of America. 

 
Jews migrate to America from the 
Pale. After the assassination of Tsar 
Alexander II in Russia in 1881, the 
wave of pogroms in Russia and 
Eastern Europe led to a large number 
of Jewish immigrants to the United 
States and other countries. A 
characteristic feature of the Jewish 
migration was the migration of whole 
families; another characteristic was 
that very few of those who migrated 
returned to their countries of origin. 
Of the Jews who migrated from the 
Pale of Settlement and Russia, more 
than 90 percent settled in the United 
States. 
 
Many of the Jewish immigrants 
arrived in New York City and stayed 
there, in the densely-packed Lower 
East Side. Here a Jewish immigrant 
found housing in one of the crowded 
tenement buildings (at more than 700 
people per acre, the Lower East Side 
was the most crowded neighborhood on the planet) and, often, work in one of the local factories. 
The common language was Yiddish, a Germanic language in several dialects, written with the 
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Hebrew alphabet. From 1882 to 1914, 2 million Jews emigrated from eastern Europe to the 
United States. 

 
John 18:36 (KJV) Jesus answered, MY KINGDOM IS NOT OF THIS WORLD: if my 
kingdom were of this world, then would my servants fight, that I should not be delivered to 
the Jews: but now is my kingdom not from hence. 
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