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The Black Hand. A secret society called Ujedinjenje ili Smrt (‘Union or Death’) was founded in 
Belgrade, Serbia, in May 1911 as an outgrowth of an 
older Serb nationalist group, Narodna Odbrana. The 
Black Hand took over the older group’s work of anti-
Austrian propaganda within Serbia, espionage, and 
political murders abroad – especially in provinces Serbia 
wished to annex. The group included many government 
officials, professionals, and army officers. When it was 
learned that the heir apparent to the Austrian throne, 
Franz Ferdinand, was scheduled to visit Sarajevo in June 
of 1914, the Black Hand decided to assassinate him. 
Three young Bosnian Serbs were recruited, trained, and 
equipped – Gavrilo Princip, Nedjelko Cabrinovic, and 
Trifko Grabez.  

Seal of the Black Hand 

 
Preparations for the 
assassination. Princip, 
Grabez, and Cabrinovic 
secretly made their way 
back (from Serbia) to 
Sarajevo roughly a month 
before Franz Ferdinand 
made his way to Sarajevo. 
A fourth man, Danilo Ilic, 
had joined the group, and 
on his own initiative 
recruited three others. 
Vaso Cubrilovic and 
Cvijetko Popovic were 17-
year-old high school 
students. Muhamed 
Mehmedbasic, a Bosnian 
Muslim, was added to give 
the group a less pan-Serb 
appearance. Four Serbian 
army pistols and six 
bombs were supplied from 
Serbian army arsenals. 

Afterwards, the trial in Sarajevo of those involved 
 in Franz Ferdinand’s assassination: 

(Front row, left to right) Grabez, Cabrinovic, Princip, Ilic, Cubrilovic 
(Second row, left to right) Jovanovic, Jakov Milovic 

 
Key Understanding: The assassination of the pale horse rider. It was the June 28, 1914, 
assassination in Sarajevo, Bosnia, of the Archduke of Austria, heir apparent to the throne  
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of the Austrian Empire and nephew of ‘Pale Horse Rider’ Austrian Emperor Franz Joseph 
(who would rule the Austrian Empire exactly 68 years), that led to the outbreak of World 
War I. Furthermore, the event of World War I ended the Austrian Empire. The 
assassination that sparked World War I led to the death of the ‘Pale Horse Rider’ Austrian 
Empire. 
 
 

  Revelation 6:8 (KJV) And I looked, and behold A PALE HORSE: and his name that 
sat on him was DEATH, AND HELL followed with him. And power was given unto 

them over THE FOURTH PART OF THE EARTH, to kill (i) with sword, and (ii) with 
hunger, and (iii) with death, and (iv) with the beasts of the earth. 

 
 
 
 
 
Here is #2196–Doc 1, which explains more about the outbreak of World War I following the 
assassination of Archduke Franz Ferdinand of Austria.  
 
Click here for #2196–Doc 1  Click here for the Original Source of #2196–Doc 1 
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