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The Pale Horse Rider Austrian Empire. Franz Joseph (above) ruled the Austrian Empire for 
68 years (December 2, 1848, to November 21, 1916). His heir-apparent, Archduke Franz 
Ferdinand, was assassinated, an event which sparked World War I, which in turn led to the 
break-up of the Austrian Empire at the end of the war. During the World War II time period, 
Adolf Hitler and Nazi Germany would entertain the prophetic role as the competing Austrian 
Successor (vs. the real Austrian Successor, the United States of America). 
 

Key Understanding: Hitler and Nazi Germany as a competing Austrian 
Successor. In 1938, German troops seized Austria. Adolf Hitler 
announced the anschluss (union) of Austria and Germany. In that role, 
Hitler’s Nazi Germany was the competing successor of the Austrian 
Empire that had been broken apart at the end of World War I.    
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Revelation 13:1 (KJV) And I stood upon the sand of the sea[shore], and saw A [Daniel 7:8 
Little Horn ‘Fourth Rome’, and Austrian Successor] BEAST RISE UP OUT OF THE 
SEA, HAVING SEVEN HEADS AND TEN HORNS, and UPON HIS [Ten] HORNS TEN 
CROWNS, and upon his heads the name of blasphemy. [The Ten Horns with Ten Crowns 
are fulfilled through the Bill of Rights of December 15, 1791, 29 years less 2 months after 
the February 15, 1763, Treaty of Hubertusburg ended the Seven Years’ War. This was 
America’s first Austrian Succession, with its entry into and victory in World War I 
representing its second Austrian Succession.] 
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