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A pair of gigantic swords clenched in massive fists were a part of the image of Baghdad 
during the reign of Saddam Hussein. The monument was officially known as the “Hands of 
Victory” and dominated the skyline for nearly 20 years. The dismantling of the swords is 

enormously symbolic of those who live by the sword dying by the sword. But what exactly 
do those words mean, and how do they apply to the Pale Horse Riders? 

 
Matthew 26:47-57 (KJV) And while he yet spake, lo, 
Judas, one of the twelve, came, and with him a great 
multitude with swords and staves, from the chief 
priests and elders of the people. 
48 Now he that betrayed him gave them a sign, 
saying, Whomsoever I shall kiss, that same is he: hold 
him fast. 
49 And forthwith he came to Jesus, and said, Hail, 
master; and kissed him. 
50 And Jesus said unto him, Friend, wherefore art 
thou come? Then came they, and laid hands on Jesus, 
and took him. 
51 And, behold, one of them which were with Jesus 
stretched out his hand, and drew his sword, and 
struck a servant of the high priest’s, and smote off 
his ear. 

The Capture of Christ, with 
Judas and Peter, who cut off the  
ear of the servant Malchus, by 

Fra Angelico 52 Then said Jesus unto him, Put up again thy 
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sword into his place: FOR ALL THEY THAT TAKE THE SWORD SHALL PERISH 
WITH THE SWORD. 
53 Thinkest thou that I cannot now pray to my Father, and he shall presently give me more 
than twelve legions of angels? 
54 But how then shall the scriptures be fulfilled, that thus it must be?  
55 In that same hour said Jesus to the multitudes, Are ye come out as against a thief with 
swords and staves for to take me? I sat daily with you teaching in the temple, and ye laid no 
hold on me. 
56 But all this was done, that the scriptures of the prophets might be fulfilled. Then all the 
disciples forsook him, and fled. 
57 And they that had laid hold on Jesus led him away to Caiaphas the high priest, where the 
scribes and the elders were assembled. 

 
Key Understanding: We are heading toward a more complete understanding of the 
‘preachers with guns’ Pale Horse Riders killing by the Sword and perishing by the Sword. 

 
 

Revelation 6:8 (KJV) And I looked, and behold A PALE HORSE: and his name that 
sat on him was DEATH, AND HELL followed with him. And power was given unto 

them over THE FOURTH PART OF THE EARTH, TO KILL (i) WITH SWORD, and 
(ii) with hunger, and (iii) with death, and (iv) with the beasts of the earth. 
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